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possible mileage of well-located. carefully built 
roads wide enough for one-way traffic with ade- 
quate turnouts. It seeks to make the forest ac- 
cessible by roads that fit well into the forest pic- 
ture and that are well maintained and at all times 
open and safe for public use. It makes no pre- 
tense of providing a boulevard system, which 
would here constitute unsound business manage- 
ment and often do violence to forest aesthetics 
and good forestry practice. 





A section of the Mena-Shady Road 


While the fire menace is still most severe, the 
annual acreage burned is steadily decreasing and 
public sentiment is beginning to condemn and out- 
law the old woods-burning practice.and the care- 
less use of fire. Many settlers now lend valued 
cooperation in fire control. Good roads and 
trails have made the major portion of the forest 
accessible. An extensive Forest Service telephone 
system serves well the purposes of protection and 
administration, and serves also the local farms 
and settlements. With reduced fire damage, 
timber production has improved. The timber is 
growing at an annual rate of perhaps 75 to 100 
board feet peracre. With fires banished from the 
woods, the annual growth should exceed 150 
board feet per acre. The stands of timber have 
been cruised, estimated, classified, and made 
ready for the perpetual harvest. Receipts have 
grown from $1,000 in 1908 to more than $100,000 
in 1926, and it is not at all unreasonable to ex- 
pect a continued increase to perhaps $200,000 per 














year under complete forest management and use. 
These growing receipts are making large amounts 
available to the counties for schools and roads. 

Assuming expenditures of $16 to $20 per thou- 
sand board feet to harvest and deliver lumber at 
the shipping point, the present annual cut of 14 
million feet on Ouachita National Forest means 
local expenditures of about a quarter of a million 
dollars each year for labor and supplies. The 
fruits of this growing industry are more employ- 
ment for local Jabor, better markets for the farmer, 
better business for the merchant. Every citizen, 
every Civic project, shares beneficially. Ouachita 
is one of the several national forests for which the 
65 per cent of gross receipts constituting the an- 
nual return to the Federal treasury already ex- 
ceeds the ordinary cost of protection and admin- 
istration. 


RECREATION 


With the protection and economic development 
of Ouachita National Forest well established and 
driving steadily forward, it is time to bring into 
more prominence a rather new but undeniably 
important use of this great outdoor property. 

The eyes of the people of Arkansas, northeast- 
ern Texas, and northern Louisiana turn naturally 
to the Ouachita Mountain region, one day's au- 
tomobile drive or less away, as an ideal place for 
a summer vacation. And this is as it should be. 
Here is a land of noble hills, high and cool when 
the lowlands swelter, and rich in forest beauty, in 
every outdoor charm. In public ownership, the 
forest is under a form of administration that in- 
vites its use for recreation. It has pure and 
plentiful water, and shady woods in splendid va- 
riety. It is easily accessible, and its highways 
and byways lead to numberless points of interest. 


POINTS OF INTEREST 


On or near Ouachita National Forest are many 
mineral springs of known medicinal values. The 
most famous of these are the Hot Springs in Hot 
Springs National Park, within 10 miles of the 
forest boundary. From Hot Springs National 
Park as a starting point one may visit other well- 
known springs, such as Mountain Valley, Ozark 
Lithia, Potash Sulphur, and Mud Springs. Other 
springs of more local reputation are McFadden 
near Hawes, Blancho near Cedar Glades, Crystal 
Springs at Crystal Springs and Gilham Springs, 
all within easy reach. : 

A short drive from Hot Springs National Park 
takes one into Crystal Mountain Range, which 
receives its name from the abundance of rock 
crystals found in veins in the quartose sand- 
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stones of which the mountains are composed. It 
is in these rrountains that the famous “Hot 
Springs crystals” or ‘Hot Springs diamonds” 
are found. For the vigorous, a stiff climb to the 
top of a ridge may yield a well-formed crystal or 
two; others can obtain crystals from wayside 
vendors. 

Mena, in the heart of the Ouachita Mountains, 
is a rendezvous during the summer months for 
hundreds of health and pleasure seekers from the 
hot southern portion of Arkansas and from Texas 
and Louisiana. These visitors enjoy daily out- 
ings in Ouachita National Forest. Of interest in 
this vicinity is a drive over the Mena-Shady road 
through the forest to the Mine Creek Camp 
and Little Missouri Falls, or a visit to Bethesda 
Springs or Standing Rock. For those who like to 
climb there is Mena Peak, just outside of Mena, 
and Lofty Buck Knob, or Eagle Mountain. The 
last two have lookout towers from which an ex- 
cellent view may be had of roll upon roll of the 
numerous ridges and valleys of the Ouachita 
Mountain region, and the Piedmont Plateau to 
the south. On clear days the Ozark Mountains, 
north of the Arkansas River, may be seen piling 
up on the horizon. 

Of historical interest is the mountain retreat of 
Albert Pike, the master genius of Masonry. On 
a farm at the foot of Pryor Mountain, purchased 
by Pike in 1856, he wrote three books including 
“Morals and Dogma,’ a compilation of Masonic 
philosophy. Pike was driven away from his 
mountain retreat by a guerrilla band, which de- 
stroyed his belongings and threw all the books of 
his large library into the river. The old house 
stood until a few years ago. 

Booneville, in the Petit Jean Valley, is the 
northern gateway to the Ouachita National 
Forest. The beautiful Sugar Creek area of the 
Ouachita Forest is easily reached by automobile 
road from Booneville. Here an excellent view of 
the Arkansas Valley and the Ouachita Mountains 
can be had from White Oak Mountain, towering 
2,200 feet. Petit Jean Trail along the top of the 
Petit Jean Mountain offers a delightful trip for 
those who travel afoot or horseback. 





EVERYBODY LOSES WHEN TIMBER BURNS 








GUARD AGAINST STREAM POLLUTION 












































with family and friends 


FOR THE CAMPERS 


For those who enjoy their outings best with 
rustling canvas for shelter and the odor of wood 
smoke and coffee for an appetizer, Ouachita 
National Forest offers the Mine Creek Camp, the 
Iron Spring Camp, and the Cold Springs Camp. 
The Mine Creek Camp is easily reached via the 
Mena-Shady road, while access to the Iron Spring 
Camp is by way of the Fourche River road from 
Hot Springs National Park. The Cold Springs 
Camp is accessible by automobile roads from 
Waldron or Booneville. No charge is made for 
the use of the forest camps, improved by the 
Forest Service for public enjoyment. All that is 
asked of campers is that they be careful with fire, 
dispose of papers and trash, and observe, other 
good sanitary practices. Opportunities abound 
for the development of municipal camps, for sum- 
mer encampments of Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, 
Y.M.C.A., and similar organizations, for com- 
mercial camps of boys and girls, and for hotel 
and resort developments. 





THE FOREST IS THE NATURAL HABITAT OF 
GAME AND BIRD LIFE. KEEP THE FOREST 
FREE OF FIRE. GIVE THE GAME A CHANCE 
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Summer Homes 


Attractive summer home sites where the lessee may tuild his own cabin or 


cottage and return to his own forest nook summer after summer are 
plentifully available on lecses at low rates. Those wishing to lease 
sites shculd apply to the forest supervisor at Hot Springs National 
Park, Ark. 


FISH AND GAME IN THE FOREST 


The clear streams of Ouachita National Forest 
were doubtless once teaming with fish, but are so 
no more. It is in this section that the small- 
mouthed black bass is making his greatest fight 
against extermination. All fishing is poor com- 
pared with what it should be. Repeated forest 
fires have played their sorry part in bringing 
about this condition, as have dynamiting, rifle 
fishing, stream poisoning, and other criminal 
methods of taking fish. Above all, too much 
fishing and no thought of conservation are re- 
sponsible. This situation can be remedied by 
the cooperation of anglers and the general public 
in systematic stream stocking and in the preven- 
tion of excessive fishing and other abuses. 

Ouachita National Forest is good game country 
throughout. Splendid cover, bounteous food, 
plentiful supply of pure water, and a favorable 
climate make game propagation and maintenance 
simple if the kill is controlled... Establishment 
of game refuges within Ouchita National Forest 
is an essential feature of wild life conservation. 
Organized cooperation of local sportsmen is 
needed in stocking refuges and in keeping them 
inviolate as breeding grounds the overflow from 
which will restore in goodly numbers the wild 
life in the surrounding hunting grounds. 




















At home in the forest 


FOREST FIRES ~ 


A forest fire is usually the result of careless- 
ness or of deliberate intent. In the last 5 years 
8 fires a year in the Ouachita Forest were caused 
by lightning, while man-caused fires, by intent or 
through carelessness, averaged 392 a year. 

Man-caused fires could be prevented except for 
the thoughtlessness and indifference of forest 
residents, transients, and forest users. 


WHAT FIRE DOES 


The Ouachita Mountains owe much of their 
charm to the forests. Fire destroys this charm; 
a burn is a blot and a scar-on the landscape. 

Forest fires destroy more game than all other 
destructive agencies combined. The fish disap- 
pear when the stream flow is seriously affected 
by destruction of the forested watersheds. 

Experienced stockmen find that stock do better 
on unburned range, the early spring food consist- 
ing of both new and old growth. 

Every woods fire does damage. Fire scars 
make cull lumber. The lightest surface fires 
destroy tree seeds and small seedlings, the basis 
for a new crop of trees. 

Continued woods burning results in the drying 
up of streams, springs, and wells during the 
summer and in irregular and impure water sup- 
ply for home use; it hastens erosion, floods, and 
the destruction of rich bottom-land farms during 
rainy periods. 


“And, when the fury of the fiend was spent, 
Burned out the fullness of its torrid wrath, 
It left behind a devastated path— 

To human carelessness a monument.” 


—DovucLas MALLocH. 
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The Falls of the Little Missouri River 


This folder contains a map of the 
National Forest and adjacent areas, 
with information about its timber, 
water, forage, and recreational 
resources. 
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National Forest Land and Land Being Acquired 
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